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TEASER

INT. REBELLION FLAGSHIP.

The crew of the Ghost stands around a holoprojector with 
COMMANDER SATO and BAIL ORGANA.
The holorecording shows an Imperial fleet bombarding the surface
of Haruun Kal. The Rebellion leaders are stoic, but the crew of 
the Ghost is visibly shaken. CHOPPER angrily waves his arms and 
beeps.

EZRA
Why would they do this? What
did the Korunnai ever do to them?!

Seeing Ezra’s anger, KANAN presses a hand to his shoulder.

SABINE
The Empire doesn’t need a 
reason. You should know that 
by now.

ZEB
She’s right...

COMMANDER SATO
Dissent in any form is reason
enough. Still, it is up to
us to search. The Ghost is large
enough to accommodate survivors,
but not so large as to attract
unwanted attention.

HERA
You mean...you think the
Korunnai could have survived that?

The recording flashes again, those watching wince.
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BAIL ORGANA

It’s our duty to search. A few
aid ships from Alderaan were
able to get a small number of 
Korunnai out just in time. But 
there was hardly any warning...
You'll need to sweep the mountains 
for survivors.

EZRA
Wouldn’t the people hide on 
lower ground? Or underground, 
for that matter.

KANAN
(introspective, strokes goatee)

Master Windu was from Haruun Kal...
The surface is marred by volcanic ash 
and toxic gases. The Korunnai live 
in the mountains where the atmosphere 
is breathable. They’re strong people;
there’s a chance some may yet survive.

SATO
(to Hera)

Phoenix Leader, it is imperative
that you and your crew go unnoticed.
The Empire will likely do a planetary
sweep for survivors...but I’m
afraid their reasons are far more
grave.

HERA
Understood, Commander Sato.
We won’t let you down.

Chopper shakes his arms again and beeps. The holorecording plays
again. Ezra narrows his eyes, fists tightening at his sides.
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ACT ONE

EXT. SPACE ABOVE HARUUN KAL.

The Ghost drops out of hyperspace above Haruun Kal, a swirling 
yellow-green world. 

INT. GHOST COCKPIT.

Hera pilots the ship, looking from side to side. Kanan, in the 
co-pilot seat, does the same. The others in the cockpit are on 
alert.

HERA
Seems quiet...Chopper, scan
for ships.

Chopper beeps, then plugs into a console. 

KANAN
(introspective)

I don’t sense...anything.

Ezra seems to visibly shudder.
After a moment, Chopper disconnects and beeps a shrug.

SABINE
I guess we’re in luck, for once.

EZRA
(angry)

That’s more than the Korunnai
can say.

Sabine raises a brow at his sudden anger.

KANAN
If there are any survivors,
we’ll find them. My master 
spoke of Haruun Kal as a 
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KANAN (CON'T)

powerful place...

EZRA
...the darkside? 

KANAN
Not exactly, but the Force is strong 
here. What you make of it is up 
to you. But be ready. We might not 
find the Empire, but there’s a chance
some of the wildlife survived in
the lower regions.

SABINE
Must be pretty tough wildlife
to survive on a toxic planet.

KANAN
Let’s just say Haruun Kal’s
not lacking in its fearsome beasts.

HERA
(pressing controls)

I’m picking up faint traces of
life, but it’s on a lower mountain
range. Barely breathable. 

Hera looks at Kanan, who scratches his chin in thought.

KANAN
Set her down.

EXT. HARUUN KAL. DAY.

The Ghost drops into the yellow-green toxic atmosphere of the 
planet. The ship lands on a lower mountain range covered in what
was dense jungle, but is not charred and flattened remains.
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INT. GHOST LOADING BAY.

Kanan, Ezra, Zeb, and Sabine place oxygen masks on while Hera 
and Chopper watch.

HERA
We’ll stay with the Ghost and 
scan for the Empire. I’ll have 
Chopper send out a beacon on a 
secure channel with our coordinates.
If the Korunnai are waiting for help,
no doubt they’ll be listening.

KANAN
(to Hera)

Empire or no, we can’t stay 
long. The local fungus will 
eat the ship.

(to rest of crew)
Ezra, you’re with me.

HERA
And when were you going to 
mention that?!

KANAN
(sheepish smile and shrugs)

Right now.

Zeb crosses his arms and looks at Sabine, who is loading 
explosives into her backpack.

ZEB
I guess that means you’re with
me. 

SABINE
Great, you can add more toxic
fumes into the atmosphere.
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Zeb tentatively sniffs under his armpit.

EXT. JUNGLE.

Ezra and Kanan walk side by side through the bombed out jungle--
scorched and half flattened. Kanan holds a scanner while Ezra 
poises his blaster at every little noise.
The scanner begins to beep faintly and Kanan turns in the 
corresponding direction. Ezra, not paying attention, trips over 
a charred vine and runs into Kanan.

KANAN
Pay attention, Ezra. You don’t
want to make anything in this
jungle mad, that is, if anything’s
still alive...

EZRA
Sorry.

KANAN
I’m picking up something to the
east. Could just be rot crows,
but be ready.

Kanan and Ezra continue on, then upon hearing something shifting
up ahead, take cover behind a rock formation.

EZRA
Wha--

KANAN
Shh!

Kanan peaks around the side, eyes narrowed. 
There is a flash of white through the trees. Stormtroopers.
Kanan gives a signal to Ezra and they creep away. Ezra, looking 
over his shoulder as he walks, accidentally runs into a large 
hive hanging from a tree. An angry buzzing erupts from within.
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STORMTROOPER (OS)

What was that?

EZRA
(whispers)

Oh that’s not good.
Kanan!

Kanan, a few feet away, looks back and forth between the 
advancing stormtroopers and Ezra frozen in front of the hive.

KANAN
(whispers)

Fever wasps.
One still will kill you.
Now slowly back away.

Ezra, aware of the encroaching enemy, slowly takes a few steps 
backward with arms raised.

EZRA
Nice fever wasps...

Focusing too much on the hive, Ezra falls backward over a burned
vine. The broken end of the vine swings down and slaps the hive,
rustling out a swarm of fever wasps.

KANAN
RUN!

Ezra and Kanan run, leaving the screaming stormtroopers to be 
engulfed in the swarm.

EXT. JUNGLE.

Zeb and Sabine creep around, Sabine holding a scanner while Zeb 
has his bo-rifle ready.

SABINE
No signs of life...
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Zeb grunts a response, then spins around when a noise echoes 
through the charred landscape.
Sabine aims the scanner in the direction of the noise, then 
frowns when it doesn’t pick anything up.

ZEB
Wouldn’t care to meet a vine cat
again, that’s for sure.

SABINE
Again?

ZEB
Don’t remind me.

SABINE
(smacks the scanner)

You brought it up.

ZEB
Still, I wouldn’t blame ‘em.
I’d want to kill anything that
destroyed my home.
I do.

The sound draws closer and Sabine’s scanner begins to beep. 

SABINE
Finally!

ZEB
Whatever it is, it doesn’t
sound friendly.

The scanner beeps more rapidly before an AT-ST crashes through 
the scorned, broken trees--Ezra and Kanan running in front of it.

SABINE
(taking cover)

Leave it to them!
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Zeb takes cover with her and they begin to shoot, covering Ezra 
and Kanan’s escape. Behind the AT-ST is a swarm of fever wasps.

SABINE
Incoming!

Sabine throws an explosive at the AT-ST. Ezra and Kanan dive to 
the sides as the AT-ST, surrounded by fever wasps, explodes.
Sabine and Zeb regroup with Ezra and Kanan, who are rising from 
the ground and dusting themselves off.
Kanan’s comlink flashes

INT. GHOST COCKPIT. A smoke plume rises in the distance.

HERA (OS)
I hope that was our explosion.
Everyone okay?

EXT. JUNGLE.

KANAN
We’re fine, but the Empire knows
we’re here now. We’re heading back.
Any luck contacting survivors?

INT. GHOST COCKPIT.

Hera frowns at the comm console.
HERA

Nothing.

EXT. JUNGLE.

HERA(OS)
I’ll get the ship prepped
for take off. Hurry up!

Kanan, Ezra, Sabine, and Zeb run off.
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EXT. JUNGLE.

A detachment of stormtroopers survey the exploded AT-ST. The 
Captain holds a holo of Agent Kallus.

CAPTAIN
We’ve lost them, sir.

KALLUS
Well find them! They couldn’t
have gotten far. 

INT. STAR DESTROYER.

KALLUS (CON’T)
Do a planetary scan, you imbecile.

CAPTAIN
Yes, sir.

Kallus switches off the com, then gestures to two waiting Tie 
Fighter pilots.

KALLUS
Ground support - now!

PILOTS
Yes, sir!

EXT. JUNGLE.

The Captain motions for the detachment to move out.

EXT. MOUNTAIN. DAY.

Kanan, Ezra, Sabine, and Zeb scale steep terrain. Above, the 
Ghost waits. They walk past corpses of creatures and decimated 
plant-life.



12
EZRA

(shaking his head)
How many more times does this
have to happen?

SABINE
Until we stop the Empire once
and for all.

ZEB
Easier said than done.

INT. COCKPIT.

Hera and Chopper ready the ship for take off as two AT-RTs 
approach.

HERA
Oh--wonderful.

Ezra, Kanan, Sabine, and Zeb crest a rise near the ship.

HERA
(into comlink)

They’re on your tail! Starting
take-off sequence now!

EXT. JUNGLE.

The Ghost hovers, ready for take off, the walkway lowering as 
the rest of the crew runs toward it. 
The AT-RTs close in and begin firing. 
Sabine and Zeb jump up onto the walkway while Kanan and Ezra 
stay behind, lightsabers activated and deflecting the fire.
From above, two tie fighters roar into view.

INT. GHOST COCKPIT.

Hera tries to outmaneuver the ties, shooting them in the 
process, while still hovering close the ground.
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HERA

(on comm to Kanan and Ezra)
Any time now, you two!

EXT. JUNGLE.

While Kanan and Ezra are deflecting AT-RT fire, an explosion 
knocks them apart.
The smoke and toxic gases clear for just a moment, allowing Ezra
to see an AT-RT closing in.
Just when it gets closer, a hulking red-scaled reptilian 
creature, an Akk Dog, body slams the AT-RT. 
Ezra quickly backs away as the AT-RT topples to the ground. The 
Akk Dog tears apart what’s left of the vehicle.
Ezra is in awe of the beast, but his fascination is broken when 
one of the Tie Fighters shoots it and it goes down. Ezra gasps 
and runs for the Ghost.
Kanan deflects fire from the other AT-RT, another Akk Dog 
springing into action against it. The second Tie Fighter passes 
over head.

INT. TIE FIGHTER COCKPIT.

The Tie pilot receives a message from the AT-RT pilot.

AT-RT PILOT (OS)
Don’t try it! 

EXT. JUNGLE. 

The Tie pilot ignores the AT-RT pilot’s pleas and shoots the Akk
Dog anyway, while it is still crawling on the ground vehicle. 
Both blow up.
Kanan runs to Ezra as they near the impatient Ghost. Kanan jumps
up onto the hovering ramp, but Ezra hesitates--sensing something.

KANAN
Ezra, come on!
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Ezra narrows his eyes. The smoke clears, revealing a baby Akk 
Dog no larger than a small speeder bike, cowering by the bodies 
of the two larger Akk Dogs.
Close up on Ezra’s eyes, then on the baby Akk Dog’s large, black
lidless eyes.
Ezra runs toward the baby Akk Dog, grabs it, then makes for the 
Ghost.

INT. GHOST DOCKING BAY.

Still in a cloud of fumes, Ezra jumps abroad as the ramp closes.
Ezra and the baby Akk Dog roll to the stop, Ezra coughing as he 
removes his oxygen mask.

EXT. SPACE ABOVE HARUUN KAL.

The Ghost shoots into space, a Star Destroyer hovering nearby.

INT. STAR DESTROYER BRIDGE.

Kallus, standing on the bridge, sees the Ghost.

KALLUS
There they are! Concentrate
all fire on quadrant 515.

INT. GHOST COCKPIT.

Hera outmaneuvers the fire from the Star Destroyer and the two 
pursuing Tie Fighters.

INT. GUNNER SEAT.

Sabine fires at the Tie Fighters.

INT. GHOST COCKPIT.

HERA
Chopper--that hyperdrive better
be ready!
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Chopper beeps, as if to say “Duh!”

HERA
Punch it!

EXT. SPACE.

The Ghost shoots into lightspeed.

INT. STAR DESTROYER BRIDGE.

Kallus frowns and makes a fist.

IMPERIAL OFFICER
We’ve lost them, sir.

KALLUS
I can see that, you fool!

END ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

INT. GHOST COMMON ROOM.

The crew stands around Ezra and the baby Akk Dog, the creature 
looking around worriedly.

SABINE
By survivors, I think Commander
Sato meant the Korunnai, not
the local wildlife!

HERA
I will not have that thing
tearing my ship apart! Do
you even know how big Akk Dogs
can get?

Chopper rolls up to the baby Akk Dog and experimentally prods 
it. The Akk dog jumps and hides behind Ezra.

EZRA
(to Chopper)

Hey! Be nice!

Chopper waves him off, beeping.

KANAN
You know we can’t keep him.

Zeb kneels down and tickles the Akk Dog under the chin. It 
reveals its jagged, razor-sharp teeth in a smile.

ZEB
I think he’s kinda cute.

SABINE
(rolling her eyes)

You would say that.
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Everyone appears ready to launch into a lecture.

EZRA
Look--everyone just listen! 

The crew shuts up and stares at him, even the baby Akk Dog.

EZRA (CON’T)
I think his parents saved us.
I couldn’t just leave him, Kanan.
If the Empire didn’t kill him,
starvation would have. And I...

Ezra hesitates, then looks between the Akk Dog and Kanan.

EZRA (CON’T)
It was like I could hear him,
calling my help through the...
through the Force...

SABINE
(scoffs)

Oh Brother.

Kanan and Hera glance at each other, while Zeb throws the Akk 
Dog bits of food. 
Kanan studies the Akk Dog.

KANAN
My master once told me that
there are creatures close to
the Force. It’s possible you’ve
made a connection with this one.

HERA
Well he can make his connection
in his room. I can’t have it
eating my wiring!

Zeb throws the Akk Dog food cubes. It jumps to catch them.
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ZEB

He likes food cubes, not wiring,
don’t ya, boy?

The Akk Dog coos.
The comm buzzes.

HERA
That’ll be the fleet.

(to Ezra)
We’re not finished here.

Hera turns and leaves.

KANAN
You heard the boss, take him 
to your room. Zeb--you too.

ZEB
What did I do?

INT. EZRA & ZEB’S ROOM.

Ezra and Zeb play with the Akk Dog. It moves clumsily around, 
its spiked tail thrashing into shelves and knocking things off.
Ezra crouches down and pets the spikes around its jaw--they look
like mutton chops.

EZRA
I know--I’ll call you Kallus.

The Akk Dog makes a contented noise and rolls over for Ezra to 
scratch his belly.

EZRA
I always wanted a Loth-cat back
home, but we could barely afford
to feed ourselves.

Zeb crosses his arms and leans against the bunks.
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ZEB

As fun as it might be to have
little Kallus on board, the others 
are right. He’ll get too big. 
A ship’s no place for a creature 
like ‘im.

EZRA
You live here.

The baby Akk Dog jumps onto Ezra’s bunk and curls up to sleep.

ZEB
I don’t require much.

EZRA
(angry)

Well maybe he doesn’t either!
He’s an orphan--what are we
going to do, just take him back
to a desolate planet to fend
for himself? I thought we were
supposed to defend those weaker
than ourselves--or doesn’t he count?

Zeb holds his hands up.

ZEB
Don’t get angry with me, kid.

(sighs)
...but you have a point. 
Fortunately, I don’t make 
the decisions around here.

Ezra frowns and sinks down next to Little Kallus. He sighs. 
Zeb frowns, then sits on the other side.

ZEB
Look, kid. We can do some
scans of nearby planets and
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ZEB (CON'T)

find him a new home. Maybe
there are other Akk Dogs still
out there...somewhere.

EZRA
And what if he’s the last of
his kind? Then what?

Zeb looks down, the point hitting home.

ZEB
He’ll be all right.

INT. REBELLION FLAGSHIP.

The crew of the Ghost meets with Commander Sato and Bail Organa 
for a debriefing. 

BAIL ORGANA
We will not stop searching 
for any remaining Korunnai 
that may be spread out across 
the galaxy. It’s important for
their culture to live on.

Bail becomes introspective while Sato nods.

EZRA
Well, the mission wasn’t a
a complete failure--

KANAN
(warning)

Ezra.
(to Sato)

My apologies, Commander.

SATO
It’s quite all right,
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SATO (CON'T)

let the boy speak. Any 
information about the planet 
could be valuable.

Kanan exchanges a look with Hera. She crosses her arms, then 
Kanan nods an okay to Ezra.

EZRA
Well I found an...an Akk
Dog. A baby--

SATO
I didn’t think there were
any Akks still alive.

KANAN
The Empire almost made sure
of that.

SATO
Then they must not know how
valuable Akk Dogs could be
to an armed force--

(to Ezra)
Tell me, what became of this
Akk you found?

Ezra nervously looks at Kanan.

EZRA
He was orphaned so I...
well, he’s abroad the Ghost.

Sato raises his brows, about to speak, but Bail cuts him off.

BAIL
I think I know what you’re
suggesting, Commander. But I
would advise against it. This
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BAIL (CON'T)

Akk could be the last of its kind.

Kanan listens knowingly while Ezra looks between his superiors, 
concerned.

EZRA
And what is he suggesting?

Sato sighs, then brings up a holoimage of a full-grown Akk Dog.

SATO
(pointing to image)

The Korunnai once domesticated
these creatures to protect their
tribes. They formed strong bonds
with their masters, some say through
the Force. But what was even stronger 
was their scaled hides--

EZRA
The Empire didn’t seem to have 
a hard time taking out little 
Kal--the baby Akk Dog’s parents.

SATO
Their scales are strong enough 
to deflect blaster fire or 
lightsabers, not explosives. 
Even durasteel doesn’t hold against 
heavy artillery...
But if we could study the creature’s
hide, perhaps we could develop
armor for ground assaults...

Ezra’s eyes widen as he looks at Kanan.

EZRA
I don’t...Kanan--
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KANAN

You picked the Akk Dog up.
He’s your responsibility.

SATO
(to Ezra)

Bring the Akk to the lab on
level six. There’s nothing
to worry about. You could 
save the lives of many with
your quick thinking.

INT. EZRA & ZEB’S ROOM.

Zeb plays with the Akk Dog while Ezra walks in, head hanging. He
plops himself onto his bunk. Little Kallus bounds up onto his 
chest and swipes his giant tongue over Ezra's face.

ZEB
What is it?

Ezra gently pushes little Kallus away and rubs his belly.

EZRA
I’m so stupid--I shouldn’t
have opened my big mouth!

ZEB
If I were Sabine, I’d agree
with you.

EZRA
How was I supposed to know 
Akk Dog scales could be
studied for armor? Commander
Sato wants me to bring little
Kallus to the lab on level six!
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ZEB

(ears flatten)
Level six? You don’t wanna
go down there.

Little Kallus looks between them, lidless eyes watery and 
worried.

EZRA
What’s down there?

ZEB
(lowers voice)

A type of holding area for
creatures to be studied--

EZRA
And how do you know--

ZEB
Nevermind. They’re not harmed,
not in the way the Empire does
things but...it doesn’t sit
right with me. 

(scratches Kallus’s chin)
I doubt Little Kallus wants
to grow up in a ship--any ship.

EZRA
Then what are we going to do?
I can’t disobey a direct order
from Commander Sato! And what if
studying his scales does help?
What if it can save lives?

Ezra runs his fingers over Kallus’s scales.
Zeb contemplates for a moment, then fetches a holoprojector and 
brings it to Ezra.
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ZEB

I did some digging while you
were at the debriefing. 

He hits a button and a new planet appears on the holo.

ZEB (CON’T)
Yavin 4. It’s a jungle, like 
Little Kallus’s homeworld...only, 
well, in tact. I think the ecosystem 
can support him.

Ezra stares at the holo, thinking. Kallus watches the slowly 
spinning planet, black eyes wide and transfixed.

ZEB (CON’T)
And he’ll be right at home
with the Piranha Beetles and
Stinger Lizards.

Ezra looks from the holo to Kallus, then gives a resolved nod.

EZRA
Let’s get the Phantom fired
up before the others come back.

Zeb shuts off the holo and smiles.

EZRA
(to Kallus)

We’re gonna take you to
your new home, buddy.

INT. PHANTOM.

Little Kallus sleeps in the hold while Zeb and Ezra steer the 
ship into the atmosphere of Yavin 4.

ZEB
You sure about this?
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EZRA

Too late now. Besides,
I’d rather deal with the 
consequences than go on 
knowing I made a mistake.

EXT. YAVIN 4. DAY.

Zeb walks down the ramp of the Phantom and takes a deep breath.

ZEB
Ah...a place the Empire
hasn’t destroyed yet.

Behind him, Ezra lures Little Kallus out with a food cube.

EZRA
Come on, Little Kallus.
That’s it.

When they reach the bottom of the ramp, Ezra tosses the food 
cube and Little Kallus jumps to catch it.

ZEB
I hope we haven’t 
pampered him too much.

A small, meaty creature zooms by and Little Kallus snaps at it. 
He chomps it down, then gives a soft burp.

EZRA
Apparently not.

Little Kallus tentatively explores and sniffs around. He peers 
back over his shoulder at Ezra and Zeb.

EZRA
Go on, now. This is your
new home. No one will
bother you here...at least
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EZRA (CON'T)

I hope not.

ZEB
The scouting report didn’t 
mention the Empire even knew 
about this place.

EZRA
(crosses arms)

Good. Let’s make sure it
stays that way. 

ZEB
(pets Little Kallus)

See ya, boy. I’d wish ya
luck, but I don’t think
you’ll have a problem getting
on.

Little Kallus looks up at Ezra with worried eyes and whimpers.
Ezra kneels down to Little Kallus and takes his head in his 
hands.

EZRA
You have to go and be strong
now. I know what it is to...
to be alone.

Little Kallus coos.

EZRA (CON’T)
I lost my parents too, you
know. I was by myself for
a long time until Zeb and the
others found me.
If I can make a new life, so
can you. It’s never too late
to start again, even when you’re
scared.
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Little Kallus gives Ezra a generous lick on the face.

ZEB
It’s time, Ezra.

Ezra sighs, then touches his forehead to Little Kallus’s.
A force vision takes hold, first showing Ezra as a child 
laughing and playing with his parents. Then, showing Little 
Kallus doing the same with his parents before Haruun Kal was 
razed by the Empire.
The vision fades away, leaving Ezra looking into Little Kallus’s
dark, inquisitive eyes. Ezra blinks, shaking the image away. He 
smiles and pats Kallus's head, then stands.

EZRA
May the Force be with you,
little buddy.

Kallus coos again, licks Zeb’s hand, then dashes off into the 
jungle of Yavin 4.

ZEB
(watching Kallus go)

He’ll find happiness again,
even if he is the last of
his kind.

Zeb drapes an arm over Ezra’s shoulder and playfully ruffles his
hair.

ZEB (CON’T)
Ready to face the consequences?

They turn to walk back up the Phantom’s ramp.

EZRA
Sure, as long as you share
the blame.
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ZEB

(grinning)
What are friends for?

THE END


